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cities considered, than the old world, whose flagrant
crimes had involved them in a general destruction;
and if they fell short in anything, it was for want of
wit, not for want of wickedness.

This appears in all their subsequent conduct,
from the first peopling of the world after Noah, to
that foolish Babel-building age I speak of. In the
old world we found, that, at least for a time, men
began to call on the name of the Lord; and the
patriarchs of that age were famous for piety, of
whom it is said, as particularly of Enoch, that he
walked with God; an emphatic significant ex-
pression, which our learned commentators have
spent a great deal of time in expatiating upon and
explaining. The Scripture again expresses this
walking with God to be an act of faith, and quotes
it, Heb. xi. 5, as a glorious example of such faith as
was rewarded with an immediate translation of the
person into heaven: He was not, for God took
him; and from which the most exquisitely and ac-
complishedly-whimsical Mr. Asgill formed his new
system of going the nearest way (home) to heaven
by the furthest way about, a fiery chariot instead of
dying; as if the former were not a change as well
as the latter, and as if Heaven had not already made
the best choice for us: but though he suifered
martyrdom for his scheme (having been expelled
the parliament of two kingdoms for it,) we do not
find he has yet had the benefit of his project, so we
must wait till he is pleased to make the expe-
riment.

But to return to the antediluvians: the old world,
I say, as wicked as they were, had some shadow of
good in them, and for some years, nay, some hun-
dreds of years, they maintained the character of the
sons of God, before they were debauched by the
daughters of men; that is to say, before they blended
the race with the corrupt seed of Cain, and mingled